
Searching for the Correct Josiah Lanyon 

By Richard Fred Lanyon, October 2024 

My paternal great grandparents were found through my genealogical research in the 1970s, they 
were never mentioned by my parents. I had no living grandparents as all had died prior to my 
birth. Most of the genealogical data came from family members and the balance through my 
direct research of genealogical data banks. Without the internet and world wide web, the research 
was hands-on visiting data repositories, or through postal inquiries and responses. By 1980, I 
was faced with conflicting information, there was more than one person named Josiah Lanyon 
having similar ages and from places in or near St. Allen Parish, Cornwall, England. The 
conflicting information was resolved as explained on pages 2 through 5. Note: I refer to the 
Adobe page numbers, not what appears on each page image. 

My travel to Cornwall in 1981 affirmed the resolution that I had reached, enriched my 
experience by visiting the many places discovered in my research, and provided an opportunity 
for research on life in Cornwall at the time my great grandparents lived there. Helpful maps of 
Cornwall are found on pages 6 through 11. Photographs of my visit are found on pages 12 
through 59. 

Additional context on St. Allen Parish and its church is found in the 1935 photographs and their 
descriptions when a Lanyon family member visited Cornwall. See pages 60 through 65. 











My Lanyon Ancestors in Cornwall, UK 

Prepared by Richard Fred Lanyon in August 2013, updated in 2024. 

My ancestors that migrated to the United States were originally from Saint Allen Parish, Cornwall, UK  

Three maps prepared by me, Dick Lanyon, define what is about to be told: a general map of 
Cornwall west of Bodmin Moor; a map of St. Allen Parish, a rural area lying north of Truro, the 
county or duchy seat of government; and a detailed map of the northern part of the parish 
showing the village of Zelah and certain farm fields and houses. The first map was prepared in 
1980. The other two were prepared following my September 1981 trip to Cornwall and are based 
on research in Truro, the Cornwall County seat.  

Refer to the first map, titled CORNWALL, to find St. Allen and Zelah just to the right of center. 
On this map, St. Allen is not the parish, but a dot to indicate the location of the St. Allen Parish 
Church. Refer to the second map, titled ST. ALLEN PARISH AND VICINITY, to find the St. 
Allen Parish Church identified as a cross about in the center. Truro is at the bottom. The 
principal regional highway, A-30, crosses the area in a northeast-southwest direction, passing 
through Zelah, a village of a few buildings. The church is reached by local roads etched over 
time into the landscape and bordered by rock walls. It is often not possible to view the landscape 
because of the walls and intersections are treacherous for limited vision.  

St. Allen Parish has an irregular shape and is generally two miles in the east-west direction and 
three miles in the north-south direction. The dotted line outlines the border of the parish.  In 
modern times, the parish has little significance in terms of governance. In times past, the parish 
was the local division of the Church of England and, more or less, the center of community life, 
housing vital records of births, baptisms, marriages and death. The parish on the map is 
populated with tiny squares identifying farm sites and houses. Each has a name used in popular 
conversation and in a postal address. Just north of Zelah is one in particular, Henver. These and 
others are significant as the homes and livelihoods of my ancestors and other St. Allen Lanyons. 

The third map, titled HENVER FARM AND VICINITY, shows these two houses and Zelah in 
detail. Sir Christopher Hawkins was at one time the dominant landowner in the region and the 
Hawkins Arms, a public house, is named in his honor. In the early part of the 19th Century this 
inn was owned and operated by Richard Lanyon, not a direct antecedent of mine, but part of the 
St. Allen Lanyons. The house and farm known as Henver was once leased from Sir Christopher 
by John and Peggy Lanyon, my great-great grandparents. In John and Peggy’s time, it was called 
Henver Wartha, meaning upper house, as there was another, Henver Wallis, a house at a lower 
elevation. Each farm field is numbered as part of the land records maintained by the county 
record office.  

Henver is located in field 266. All of the numbered fields were part of the Lanyon leasehold from 
Sir Christopher. Each field is bordered by a granite block wall about six feet high and covered 
with a profuse growth of brambles. These field numbers were found on an 1840 tax map and the 
accompanying tax roll lists the name of owner, lessee and land usage. The fields of Henver are 
soft and gently rolling, stretching out to the horizon. Field number 253 was reached by a lane off 



a local road in a slight hollow and contained some out buildings, probably used for machinery 
and animals. A spring was also found in this slight hollow, providing water for the farm animals.  

Henver Wallis and Henver Cottage not shown on the map were close the Henver Wartha. Henver 
Cottage, Henver Wallis, Polstain and Trevalsa were also leased by other Lanyons. 

The St. Allen Church was the spiritual home for many of my ancestors, including those who 
chose to immigrate to Mineral Point, Wisconsin, USA. No Lanyons were known to live in St. 
Allen Parish when I visited in 1980, but at one time the Lanyons were a significant part of the 
population. The church had a small membership and attendance in 1980 and was served by a 
visiting preacher. Maintenance was sparse and I was informed that some funding for 
maintenance was left to the church by prior Lanyon members. The church is unique in having 
two towers, as most parish churches have only one tower. The main tower at St. Allen is square, 
with an attached octagonal tower. The original main entrance was in the rectangular has been 
changed to a side wall.  

The graveyard outside the church is populated with Lanyon headstones, including John and 
Peggy Lanyon, who died in 1859 and 1875, respectively; and Henry and Mary Lanyon, my 
great-great-great grandparents, who died in 1838 and 1837, respectively. Henry’s father John 
settled in St. Allen Parish in 1735. The walls and windows of the church have a few memorials 
and plaques donated by past Lanyons. Peggy Lanyon was Peggy Vincent prior to marriage. Her 
brother Oliver dedicated a stained glass window in her honor. Another window was dedicated in 
1899 to John and Peggy by Simon Henry Lanyon, a grandson, whose father, my great 
grandfather’s brother, migrated to Mineral Point in 1840. Simon Henry made his wealth in the 
lead smelting business in the USA.  

Another window in the church was donated by Henrietta Lanyon as a memorial for her parents, 
Henry and Isabella Lanyon. These are not my antecedents, but Henry was noted for his 
accomplishments in the Royal Navy. As a Commodore he directed the blockade and shelling of 
Washington, D.C. in the War of 1812 and was called out of retirement to command the royal 
flotilla on a state visit to the Russian royal family. Henrietta also donated a brass lectern in the 
Truro Cathedral in memory of her parents. 

Referring again to the CORNWALL map, far north of St. Allen is St. Merryn Parish where the 
church sits on high ground overlooking the Bristol Channel on a clear day. The church is of 
significance as it is where my great grandparents, Esther Brenton and Josiah Lanyon, were 
married in 1838. Esther’s name appears on a brass plaque, listing the names of an 1825 Sunday 
school class. 

To the southwest along the Penwith Peninsula is found Gwinear Parish, the location of Lanyon 
of Gwinear, once the home of a prominent Lanyon family. Even farther is Madron Parish, 
another area where Lanyons once flourished. The church commands a beautiful view of 
Penzance and the English Channel beyond. Northwest of Madron is found Lanyon Farm, Lanyon 
Quoit and West Lanyon Quoit. Other older Lanyon sites are gone, no longer shown on recent 
maps. 



Traveling in Cornwall in September 2013 it was found that Route A-30 bypassed Zelah by a few 
hundred feet. We missed the town and had to backtrack to find it. 
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Richard Lanyon’s Cornwall Visit September 1981 

1. Photo descriptions. 
2. Photo descriptions 
3. Begins my visit to Cornwall. The landscape of Cornwall reminded me of the area around 

Mineral Point, WI, and I could understand why my ancestors settled there. 
4. I did my family history research at the county museum and record office. I lodged at the 

Pencowl Guest House. 
5. Streetscapes around Truro. 
6. Lectern in Truro Cathedral and visited the south coast. 
7. More along the south coast where the wind blew my camera strap in front of the lens.St.  
8. Michael’s Mount is on the English Channel opposite St. Michael’s Mount on the Brittany 

coast. 
9. Churches with some mention in Lanyon history, not necessarily among my ancestors. 
10. All churches have a distinctive square tower. Esther Brenton, my great grandmother, was 

from St. Merryn Parish Church. 
11. St. Merryn Church sits on a height of land about a mile from the coast. 
12. Church interiors are as beautiful as the exteriors, one of the better kept churches. Esther’s 

name appears on the Sunday school plaque. 
13. St. Allen Parish Lanyons came from Kerris in Paul Parish. An old mine near Paul Parish. 
14. The mine was located in a valley and a flood inundated the mine, killing several 

including a Josiah Lanyon, a cousin of my great grandfather Josiah Lanyon. Jean and 
Margaret were both descended from Lanyons, but we could not establish a definite 
relationship. 

15. More of Jean and Margaret. 
16. We could be distant cousins. 
17. St. Allen is the parish where my great grandfather was born and was raised. 
18. The church and grounds are not well kept, evidence of a small and non-affluent 

membership. 
19. Lanyon gravestones. John and Peggy were my great-great grandparents. 
20. More Lanyon gravestones. 
21. Modest interiors. 
22. More modest interiors. 
23. Beautiful windows dedicated to Lanyons and Vincents. 
24. My camera wasn’t up to the task to show the beautiful windows. 
25. Route A-30 formerly was the main street of Zelah, the town in St. Allen Parish. Present 

day Route A-30 bypasses the town of Zelah. 
26. Polstain is a house along former Route A-30 east of Zelah. 
27. Farm buildings, a typical country lane and rolling fields. My rented bicycle parked along 

the lane. 
28. Beautiful landscapes of St. Allen Parish. 
29. Lanyons lived in Henver House in the 1800s. 
30. Little had changed in Henver House between 1935 and 1981. 
31. Lower Henver House was a separate homestead. 



32. Gwinear was once owned and occupied by Lanyons. In 1981, it was owned by Tony 
Lanyon who lived and farmed near Stanstead, northeast of London. 

33. Gwinear, all three photos were taken by my parents, Dick and Nell, in 1963. In the top 
photo, Howard is standing at right. 

34. The top photo was taken by Nell in 1963 and Howard is standing at the rear of their 
Volkswagen camper van. I took the other two photos of the nearby church. 

35. Gwinear Church showing how the edifice was expanded to accommodate a growing 
congregation. 

36. Lanyon Quoit, the middle photo is from 1963 with my dad in view. 
37. The top two photos are from 1963. I framed the abandoned Ding Dong Mine, about a 

mile distant, with the quoit. 
38. Lanyon Quoit is distinctive up on the moor. 
39. What was Lanyon Farm in 1981 is Lanyon Tea Garden in 2024, about half a mile 

northwest of the quoit. 
40. My father is standing by the end of the wall in the middle photo. Little appears to have 

changed between 1963 and 1981. 
41. Farm house, moor and abandoned Ding Dong Mine. 
42. These two antiquities are near the quoit. Madron Church, known as the Mother Church of 

Cornwall, is southeast of the quoit, near the coastal town of Penzance. 
43. Different views of Madron Church and the last photo in 1981 Cornwall. 
44. 45, 46, 47 and 48. Streetscapes and views of London before I return home. 

 































































































Cornwall 1935 

Prepared by Richard Fred Lanyon. 

This history and photos were found in the family archives. The source of the photos is unknown, 
but most have hand-written details on the reverse, which I have copied below. Except as noted, 
all are dated August 10, 1935. Presumedly, a family member visited Cornwall in 1935, perhaps it 
was Howard Posey shown in the last photo. 

Page 3, this history appeared in a local publication in 1889 or later. I am a descendent of the 
Henver Lanyons. 

Page 4, two photos of the Henver House. The inscription on the reverse of the top photo reads: 
“This is Henver House, nearest small town is Zelah, near the county seat of Truro, Cornwall, 
England. Now rented from the local Squire by Mr. and Mrs. Charles Paynter. They took it when 
Eliel Lanyon died in 1909. It had a thatched roof until two years ago when a new roof was 
necessary, and as it is so expensive to have it thatched, that a slate roof was put on.” The 
inscription on the reverse of the bottom photo reads: “Mrs. Paynter showed me the room on the 
right where Eliel died and the room upstairs rear where he kept the wool from the sheep to be 
worked. A very quaint old place with walls about three feet thick. Mr. Paynter is a carpenter and 
cabinet maker and has his shop across the side road. They serve tea or will put you up overnight, 
although I believe very few people ever stop. It is right on the main road to St. Ives and Land’s 
End along the north coast of Cornwall.” Note, the main road is Route A-30 and as of 2013, the 
main road bypasses the small town of Zelah. 

Page 5, top photo inscription reads: “This is the house of John Henry Lanyon. It is called 
Travalso House and is across the way from Henver House. It is a real nice place and he has 
several hundred acres. This is the branch of the Lanyon family that went to Australia, his father 
returning to take over the homestead.” Bottom photo is of the gravestones of my great-great 
grandparents. The inscription reads: “These are the two Lanyons for whom the two windows are 
dedicated in the St. Allen Church. They are buried just at one end of the church, which is about a 
mile or so from Henver House. Eliel, whose name is on the bottom, was a bachelor and the last 
Lanyon to live in Henver House. He was the Rector of the Methodist Church a few hundred 
yards from Henver House, and Mrs. Charles Paynter, who lives there now and ever since he died, 
said he died about 26 years ago. The church yard is very poorly kept and the grass very seldom 
cut.” 

Page 6, Top left photo inscription reads: “This is the tower of St. Allen’s Church and ones first 
impression is that it is in ruins. The upper arches are all boarded up and the natural entrance at 
the bottom is blocked up giving the appearance of a deserted tower. The real entrance is around 
to the right at the side. It is probably very old and historic. The rector I believe lives to the left of 
the church and back further from the road. I think Truro is 6 to 8 miles away and is the largest 
city near there.” The top right photo has no inscription and is undated. It also shows the church 
tower, but from a greater distance. Bottom photo inscription reads: ”This is the entrance to the 
St. Allen Church (Church of England) from a narrow country road. The tower of the church is 
just in back of this gateway with the entrance to the church on the right and the pulpit at the far 



end. There is a Lanyon window in back of the pulpit and two on the left side facing the pulpit.” 
Also written but in a different hand is “Photo of Howard Posey.” 

Howard Posey was born in Mineral Point, Wisconsin, USA, on 26 June 1900, and is a grandson 
of William Lanyon, an elder brother of Josiah Lanyon, my great grandfather. William Lanyon 
owned and operated the Lanyon Foundry in Mineral Point.  William Lanyon’s house is on the 
tour of historic homes in Mineral Point. 

The St. Allen Parish Church is five miles north of the Truro Cathedral on a more-or-less direct 
route. The church is closer to Zelah as the crow flies, but is about four miles along a circuitous 
route along narrow lanes. 
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