
 Esther (nee Brenton) and Josiah Lanyon’s Life Together 

How they met is unknown. Esther was born in St. Merryn Parish and was probably raised there. 
Josiah was born in St. Allen parish and probably was raised there. The two parishes are about 22 
miles apart. From information found in the St. Merryn Church, one or more Lanyons attended 
the church and perhaps lived in the parish. It is plausible that Esther and Josiah met when St. 
Allen Parish Lanyons visited St. Merryn Parish Lanyons and attended a church event. 

They were married 9 October 1838 in St. Merryn Parish, Cornwall. Shortly thereafter, the young 
couple moved to London, most likely for Josiah to find work as a carpenter, per birth records 
letter. Perhaps Josiah also made furniture. 

First child, Elizabeth Caroline, born 11 December 1839 in London, UK, per birth document. 

Second child, Esther, born 1841or 1842 in London. 

Third child, Kate, born 11 June 1843 in London per birth document. 

Fourth child, John Brenton, born 1845 in London. 

The young family migrated to Mineral Point, Wisconsin, USA. Most likely to follow Josiah’s 
older brothers William and Simon. Mineral Point was a prosperous and growing mining center. 

Fifth child, Mary Jane, born December 1847 in Mineral Point.  

Sixth child, Charles Henry, born 1849 in Mineral Point. 

Seventh child, Richard Norman, born 27 January 1852 in Mineral Point. 

Eighth child, Byron, born 1854 in Mineral Point. 

Ninth child, Frederick William, born 1856 in Mineral Point. 

Esther was a supporting wife and mother, raising a large family. 

Josiah’s occupation was shown as a carpenter in London on birth documents. In Mineral Point, 
Josiah had a furniture business and perhaps was also a mortician. 

Esther and Josiah and their fourth through ninth children moved to Englewood, Illinois in 1874. 
Englewood was annexed into Chicago in 1889. 

In the Story of Englewood, 1835-1923, Josiah is listed in the flour and feed business in 1874. In 
1923, Josiah’s oldest son John is listed in the undertaking business, Charles is listed in the 
harness business, and Fred is in the decorating business. 

Children born in London is explained on pages 2 and 3. Census data for 1860 and 1870 in 
Mineral Point is on pages 4 and 5. A Pioneer Family Certificate is on page 6. A 1940 newspaper 
article about the Lanyon family is on pages 7, 8 and 9. Photographs of Esther, Josiah and one of 
the houses he built are on page 10. Burial information for the Lanyon family is on pages 11 
through 17. 







1860 Census, Wisconsin State Historical Society Library, page 478 of Census book for Iowa County, copied August 11, 1979 

Schedule 1, page 229, City of Mineral Point, Iowa County, Wisconsin, July 17, 1860 

Dwelling 
Number 

Family 
Number 

Name Age Sex Color Occupation Value of 
Real estate 

Value of 
possessions 

Birthplace Attended 
school 

1186 1176 Josiah Lanyon 46 M  Cabinetmaker 4000 1000 England  
Esther Lanyon 44 F     “  
Esther Lanyon 18 F     “  
Kate Lanyon 17 F     “  
John Lanyon 15 M     “  
Mary Lanyon 12 F     Wisconsin Yes 

Charles Lanyon 10 M     “ “ 
Richard Lanyon 8 M     “ “ 
Byron Lanyon 6 M     “ “ 

Frederick Lanyon 1 M     “ “ 



1870 Census, Wisconsin State Historical Society Library, page 406 of Census book for Iowa County, copied August 11, 1979 

Page 16, Schedule 1, 2nd Ward of the City of Mineral Point, Iowa County, Wisconsin, July 19, 1870, by G. W. Bliss 

Dwelling 
number 

Family 
number 

Name Age Sex Color Occupation Value of 
Real 

Estate 

Value of 
Possessions 

Birthplace Foreign Birth 
of 

122 118 Josiah Lanyon 57 M W Undertaker 6000 3000 England Father Mother 
Esther Lanyon 54 F W Keeping house   England Y Y 
Mary Lanyon 22 F W    Wisconsin Y Y 

Charles Lanyon 20 M W Harness maker   Wisconsin Y Y 
Richard Lanyon 19 M W Painter   Wisconsin Y Y 
Byron Lanyon 17 M W Apprentice to Jeweler   Wisconsin Y Y 

Frederick 
Lanyon 

11 M W At school   Wisconsin Y Y 

Bennett Trelove 19 M W Apprentice Harness 
Maker 

  Wisconsin Y Y 

123 119 Gilbert B. 
Maxfield 

34 M W Journeyman Harness 
Maker 

 200 Vermont   

Carrie E. 
Maxfield 

30 F W Keeping house   England Y Y 

Byron P. 
Maxfield 

10 M W At school   Vermont  Y 

Helen M. 
Maxfield 

8 F W At school   Wisconsin  Y 

Carrie E. 
Maxfield 

6 F W At school   Illinois  Y 

Edith A. 
Maxfield 

4 F W    Illinois  Y 

Minnie E, 
Maxfield 

2 F W    Illinois  Y 

124 120 Cyrus Lanyon 31 M W Lawyer 1500 1200 England Y Y 
Mary J, Lanyon 32 F W Keeping house   Wisconsin Y Y 

 





Southtown Economist, Sunday, November 10, 1940 

Page 22, Englewood Golden Jubilee Edition, article 

Retyped article from difficult to read copy with annotations added by Richard Fred Lanyon in 
October 2024. 

HISTORY OF HOUSE OF LANYON DATES BACK TEN CENTURIES 

Family Coat of Arms Known in The British Isles 

Josiah Lanyon Came Here in 1874; Set Up Harness Shop 

Much history lies between the four-towered castle which for ten centuries was silhouetted above 
the town of Lanyon, a French sea harbor, and the Lanyon “House of Seven Gables” at 6565 Ross 
Avenue. 

It is the town of Lannion in Brittany, France, two-miles inland from the English Channel. I’ve not 
been able to locate the four-towered castle on Google maps. 

When Isabella, wife of English King Edward II, left France for England, there were Lanyons 
with her. A William Lanyon made English history by becoming part of Captain Cook’s company 
and circumventing the little-traveled globe of that area twice by being with Captain Cook when 
the latter was murdered. 

I’ve also heard family lore which claimed the first Lanyons from Lannion came across the 
channel with William the Conquer in 1066. However, no one claimed that a Lanyon showed up in 
the Bayeux Tapestry.  

Family Motto 

Then and now the family motto, as originally engraved on the Lanyon coat of arms, is “Live that 
you may live.” The Lanyons carried that philosophy with them to America in the early 19th 
century and today adhere to it. One Lanyon is present president of the National Bank of 
Pittsburgh and another branch of the Lanyon family has already made 100 years of Englewood 
history. 

The Lanyons in Pittsburg, Kansas, were descendants of William Lanyon, an older brother of 
Josiah, who also migrated to Mineral Point. Coal and lead mining near Pittsburg caused some 
Lanyons to leave Mineral Point.  

The story of the Englewood Lanyons begins in 1845 when Josiah Lanyon sailed from England 
bringing to America centuries-old French chairs, love-seats, English cabinets and beds. The ship 
made its way through the lakes to Milwaukee. Then Josiah Lanyon disembarked and soon made 
his way to the lead mines of Wisconsin by ox-team. 

Boat travel through the lakes is plausible since the Erie Canal opened in 1825 and the first 
Welland Canal opened in 1829. Josiah could have been a furniture dealer in London but 
bringing all that furniture with their four children from London to Mineral Point would be a 
challenge. Josiah was a furniture maker and dealer in Mineral Point. 



Josiah Comes Here 

Josiah stayed in Wisconsin for some time, but moved to Illinois and about 1874 established a 
harness shop at 6233 Wentworth ave. and an undertaking parlor next door. He lived with his 
family in the rambling 15-room home above the store. There his sons, Charles, John B., Fred, 
Byron and Dick were born. 

It was actually Charles who opened harness shop, having learned his trade in Mineral Point 
before coming to Englewood. Four children of Josiah and Esther, Elizabeth, Esther, Kate and 
John, were born in England. Mary, Charles, Richard (Dick), Byron and Frederick were born in 
Mineral Point, not Englewood. 

Charles Lanyon was operating the harness shop, then located at 6201 Wentworth ave., when his 
father passed away in 1925. With him passed away the 66-year-old Lanyon Harness and Turf 
Goods company which had furnished materials for the Washington park and other race tracks. 

Charles continued to own and operate the harness shop until his death in 1925. 

First Harness Shop 

Today the building which housed that first harness shop of Englewood still stands. Brightly 
stuccoed in yellow-papered bricks, its storerooms hold second-hand furniture instead of the 
round-topped trunks of multifarious sizes and shapes. Only last year the famous Lanyon Opera 
House which Fred Lanyon operated was torn down. 

John B. Lanyon, Jr., and Lester Lanyon are today running the undertaking establishment which 
their father, John B., inherited from his father, Josiah Lanyon. In the Lanyon funeral home today 
there are century-old French chairs brought from England or bought at New Orleans many 
decades ago. There is a sewing cabinet made by John Lanyon and a harpsichord made into a desk 
by an old employee. 

I remember visiting the House of Lanyon at 615 West 63rd Street. It seemed dark and creepy to 
me as a young child. 

Lives There Today 

John B. Lanyon, Jr., lives today in the “House of Seven Gables” his father had built in 1883 at 
6566 Ross ave. There is found the solid walnut bed in which he was born. There also are a 
rosewood highboy, a marble-topped washstand made in a bureau, an elaborately carved walnut 
chair and a round, all-walnut table. The Lanyon house is an example of hand-made architecture 
of a half century ago. Doors, window sashes, cabinets are made and attached by hand. The finely 
ridged woodwork is gumwood. A parquet floor is the proud handiwork of Josiah’s son. 

 I also remember this house, briefly visiting there once with my parents, only stepping into the 
foyer. It was dark and creepy like the funeral home. The house as still there as of 2020, although 
the seven gables were gone. 

Built Homes 



The three houses next door on Ross st. also were built by John Lanyon as well as several other of 
the old homes of Englewood. 

J. Esther Lanyon, daughter of Lester represents the fourth generation of the family in
Englewood. Frances Lanyon, daughter of Dick N. Lanyon, 240 W 61st pl., a third son of Josiah,
is another granddaughter of Josiah who wears a ring encrusted with the family seal.

Esther (Toodles) continued to own and operate the funeral business after Lester’s death in 1966. 
Frances and another sister, Elizabeth (Bess), inherited the house and lived there until the 1950s. 
I remember seeing the ring. I don’t know where it is. 





Burial Information for Josiah Lanyon family and descendants 

Cemetery visit by Richard Lanyon on October 7, November 18, and December 15, 2021 

Oak Woods Cemetery, 1035 East 67th Street, Chicago, IL 60637, 773-288-3800 

Burials located in Section D2, Remembrance, Lot 60, northwest quadrant of the lot 

Maps on pages 2 and 3, interment data on pages 4 and 5, photographs on pages 6 and 7. 

No monuments, headstones or markers on the Lanyon portion of this lot. 

Section D2 is at the southwest corner of the Section D oval. See cemetery map on page 2. A 
paved walkway extends the north-south length of Section D. Another east-west paved walkway 
separates Sections D1 and D2. A large mausoleum named for C. W. Smith is at the northwest 
corner of Section D2. From the northeast corner of Section D2, where the two paved paths 
intersect, walk west 84 feet along the east-west paved path. This point is near a arge dark red 
monument named for Williamson. Then walk south 82 feet along an unmarked and unpaved 
path between graves, passing a large tree. This should place you at the northeast corner of Lot 
60. Walking 15 feet west should place you at the northeast corner of the Lanyon part of the lot. 
Where Lanyon graves are supposed to be on the left, there are graves for Groggins. To the right 
are unmarked graves, presumably Lanyons. Since there are no grave markers and some existing 
gravestones for others may have been dislocated, Lanyon individual grave sites are difficult to 
locate. 
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	Looking south from large dark red stone monument named for Williamson on lot 63.
	Looking southwest from large tree at right in other photo. Lanyon graves are in center of photo.




